to how certain of these ideas might productively inform and contribute to current live debates in the contemporary academy as well as the contemporary public sphere" (preface, ix-x) . In this aim, the book largely succeeds. The specialist writers have endeavoured to explain their topic in a clear and accessible manner. The essays are generally written in a plain, engaging style with a limited (some more than others) number of endnotes and academic language. They explain key concepts and themes in Smith's philosophy, as well as looking at practical applications and uses of Smith's ideas in today's world. The book contains essays on a wide variety of topics in Smith's work: from his position on women, to his use and abuse by supporters of the political left and right. Specialist readers of Smith are bound to find some interpretation or use of Smith's writings amongst the variety that had not crossed their paths before.
The book is divided into five parts, each exploring a particular theme in Smith's writings. Part I examines the historical and biographical context of Smith's life as well as his writings, both published and unpublished. Part II has chapters examining Smith's view of society, and part III looks at various influences on Smith's approach to economics. Part IV explores how Smith's thought has been used in contemporary academic disciplines other than economics, and part V examines how Smith has been used to speak to contemporary issues in the public sphere.
What is interesting about the collection is that many of the essays, in various ways, notice the importance of our sociable human nature to Smith. While Smith, in the public imagination, and particularly in relation to his economic writings, is associated with a conception of human nature that is autonomous and independent, motivated by the selfregarding desire to better his own condition, this is but one of a variety of impulses or instincts that motivate our behaviour, according to Smith. Equally important is our desire to be viewed with approval by others, and to share in their feelings, and have them share ours. These desires are tied to our sociable nature, our interest in other humans and our desire that they be interested in us. This understanding of our nature underpins Smith's economic treatise, The Wealth of Nations. In a chapter discussing The Wealth of Nations, Jerry Evensky argues that the economic is but one dimension for thinking about the human condition. Progress in any dimension is dependent on complimentary progress in the social and political dimensions.
I would add that Smith takes it as given that our faculties (of reason, speech, imagination), as well as our values, both social and moral, are developed through
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socialisation. He holds that each individual is formed through socialisation in the family, in education, and through the work they do. Thus he famously holds that the difference between a philosopher and a street porter "seems to arise not so much from nature, as from habit, custom, and, education" (Smith 1982a: 28) . Several philosophers notice this aspect of Smith's work as highlighting his egalitarian view of the value of all humans, but more writers are coming to realise the importance this view places on the social circumstances the individual inhabits. Smith realises that repetitive work will dull a labourer's reasoning ability, that their poor circumstances will not give them an alternative to develop their minds, that the rich are usually are engaged in more interesting and varied work, and furthermore have the leisure time to improve their minds. From Smith's discussion, it is evident that he is well aware of the importance of our social surroundings to forming the individual's abilities and life chances. This awareness, and Smith's sense of the unfairness of it leads him to regard it as part of the duty of government to ameliorate the harm of his proposed economic system. While none of the essays in this book pushes the political significance of Smith's awareness of the importance of socialisation upon our characters to any radical degree, they certainly draw interesting conclusions from this shared insight. Smith's writing to provide advice for contemporary problems in areas as diverse as shareholder capitalism, free trade or the changing social and economic realities in China.
Parts IV and V are less unified than the first three sections of the collection; the essays dealing with disparate topics in distinctive ways and often only loosely connected to the section topic. This, however, is not necessarily a flaw in a collection of essays. The editor, Ryan Patrick Hanley, lays out the aims of the book in his preface. He concludes with the hope that the book, like a travelogue, will tempt its readers to further exploration of Smith. In this, Hanley's book has succeeded. The lively and lucid writing styles and the variety of themes and topics presented in the book are bound to invite the tourist to look further, while the variety of topics on offer will draw seasoned travelers to explore by-ways they might have missed on earlier voyages into Smith territory.
